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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Welcome back! We sincerely hope that
your Holidays were warm and happy and
that you have got a great start for the

2009 year!

As a Nation, we shared the historical
significance of the election of President

Obama.

Many of us are hunkering down as we
continue to experience the impact of the
financial crisis and the impact of jobs and
the economy. The governors’ recent
budget and the upcoming Legislative
session will be interesting because our

state education funding may take a hit.

In this issue we have information as to
how money is allocated to basic
education for our state schools and
provides you a way to make your voice
heard by your legislators in the next

legislative session.

As well, our Liberty PTSA has several
things coming up really soon...>indicates

more info inside

--PTSA Nominating committee is looking
for nominees for next year’s PTSA

executive board>

--Golden Acorn and Outstanding
educator and Outstanding Advocate
award Nominees...>

*the awards ceremony is being held at
Liberty High this year on March 24!

--Wednesday February 4", 7-8:30pm
“Stand for Children” meeting at the King
County Library Service Center 960
Newport Way NW Issaquah...http://
www.stand.org >

--February 10" postmark deadline for the
Washington State PTA Financial Grant
Program>.

Each year, the Washington State PTA

awards a limited number of financial
grants to graduates from Washington
State public high schools beginning their
freshman year of post-secondary
education.

-- A not-to-miss parent seminar: All three
high school PTSAs present “What Teens
are Really Doing Today!” throughout the
District in February. Led by Issaquah,
Sammamish, and King County police
officers, this panel discussion will provide
a reality check about what today’s teens
are doing in their spare time and what
the legal consequences are—to both
teens and parents—for underage
drinking, drug use, and teenage driving.
These seminars are based on the
booklet. If you have not looked at the
booklet since you received it a few years
ago, now would be a good time to review
it with your student. You can find it at
http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/
documents/parents/parentsteenslaw.pdf.>

Issaquah High: 7 to 8:30 p.m., Monday,
February 2.

Skyline High: 7 to 8:30 p.m. Monday,
February 9.

Liberty High: 7 to 8:30 p.m.
Monday, February 23.
*’Parents Who Host” will be kicked off
at these seminars as well...>

--Focus Day in Olympia, February 27® >
Please join us at our next PTSA meeting
Tuesday February 24" 7pm-8:30pm in
rm-121.

Debra Rogers and Robin Callahan,
Liberty High PTSA Co-Presidents

Liberty High School, 16655 SE 136th St, Renton, WA 98059 (425) 837-4800
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JANUARY 20,2009 PTSA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Principal’s Report: Mike Deletis reviewed “Optimal High School Experience” report available on district website.
He will pick 12 students, 12 staff, and 12 parents to discuss experiences at February 10 Liberty public meeting. He will
also attend Issaquah, Skyline, and Tiger Mountain High Schools’ meetings. Further discussions through e-mail and pos-

sible survey following meetings.

Teachers grading |** semester last week of January; grades out January 30.

Open Liberty enrollment application for 2009-2010 school year coming on the website. Project 45 transfer students
accepted through February, then waiting list for later consideration to have |,175-1,210 total Liberty student enroll-

ment.

Parent survey results on summer registration and Patriot Days being reviewed with decisions by May on options.

President’s Report: Debra Rogers reported PTSA district council met with district administrators on pos-
sible future online registration.

Reform of state education and school financing issues needed. District bonds vote coming.

Invitation to attend Stand for Children meeting at King County Library Center on February 4 and Focus Day
Rally in Olympia on February 26.

Invitation to attend Art docent workshops at Clark Elementary on February 7-8.
District Golden Acorn awards reception to be March 24 at Liberty.

Parent education opportunity: Parents, Teens, and Law seminar with police officers at Liberty on February
23, including presentation of “Parents Who Host Lose The Most” program from Drug-Free Action Alliance.

Treasurer’s Report: Diana Ransier

Beginning November bank balance was $24,906.64.

November income of $41 in Membership, $380 in Donations-Matching Funds, $50 in Freedom From Fundraising.
November expenses of $265 in Insurance, $200 to Issaquah Schools Foundation, $200 to Volunteers of Issaquah
Schools, $200 to Tiger Mountain PTA, and $450 to Saul Haas Supplemental.

Ending November and beginning December bank balance is $24,162.64.

December income of $90 in Membership, $2,340.94 in Donations-Matching Funds, $100 in Freedom From Fundraising,
$394.83 in Escrip, and $130 in SAT Prep.

December expenses of $4,030.53 in Enrichment Grants.

Ending December bank balance is $23,187.88.

563 members total to date (7 more members including | staff sponsored in November & December).

Election of Nominating Committee: Pat Chakravarty, Diane Christensen, and Diana Ransier elected to the
Nominating Committee for the 2009-2010 PTSA officers. (Continued P. 3)
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ISSAQUAH SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

Remember Project GLAD? In the spring of 2008, PTSA members and the community responded to the Issaquah
Schools Foundation’s call to assist the District in funding this powerful, professional development program. ISF is
pleased to report that your contributions have enhanced student learning across the District. Since May, nearly 175
teachers at 20 schools have impacted 5,000 students with their newfound GLAD skills. Over 95% of staff who partici-
pated in GLAD indicate that the training made a dramatic difference in their teaching practices. They report that stu-
dents are attentive and eager to learn about math and science—subjects that are challenging, yet vital to our children’s

ability to thrive in today’s competitive, technologically advanced society.

GLAD’s success at the elementary level has spurred demand for the program at our middle and high schools. The Dis-
trict has responded by creating a modified version of GLAD for secondary instructors. Maywood Middle School is in
the midst of staff immersion training that includes coaching, mini-workshops and even webinars. Pine Lake, Issaquah

Middle and the High Schools will soon follow suit.

On February 11, ISF will conduct a special one-night only phone-a-thon to past donors to help sustain this pivotal pro-
fessional development program. With our help, the District will be able to complete its goals of training over 100 addi-
tional teachers in GLAD, immersing an entire elementary and secondary school in GLAD practice, holding GLAD in-
duction for new teachers and providing GLAD coaches and Stage 2 workshops so that staff can retain and improve

upon the valuable lessons learned during their initial GLAD training.

Don’t wait for us to call! You can support the GLAD expansion today by donating online at
www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org, or by calling the office at 425.416.2045. The website also offers videos and testi-

monials from parent, teacher and student participants of GLAD.

January is National Mentor Month
Mentoring a student can mean life-long change not only for the child, but for the mentor. Volunteers with ISF’s VOICE
Mentor program have learned first-hand its life-affirming benefits. Writes one of our VOICE mentors...

“I want to share with you how great your program is for both the mentors and mentee. | have had only one meeting with M***
thus far and | am already sold on the importance of mentoring. | loved my time with her. She was so fun and seemed excited to
have me there. The kids crack me up! They were so curious about who | was and were all eager to become my friend! It was
truly a highlight in my week and [ look forward to going back on Monday. Thank you for setting me up with a delightful young

girl...”

The Issaquah Schools Foundation asks PTSA members to consider becoming a part of the VOICE Mentor Program
during National Mentoring Month. You can learn more by contacting Susan Gierke, VOICE Director at 837.7139, or

VOICE @issaquah.wednet.edu.
(PTSA Minutes Continued) Enrichment Grants: Presentation and approval of additional $135.24 for resource
camera. Lightboard grant not needed.

2010 Grad Night: Vanessa McDonald and Sabrina Carlson proposed PTSA partnership with the 2010 Senior Events
Committee. Budget and insurance details, more discussion, and vote to follow at next meeting.

Next PTSA meeting: Tuesday, 2/24/09, 7 PM, Room 121
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LIBERTY PTSA NEEDSYOUR GOLDEN ACORN AND OUT-
STANDING EDUCATOR AWARDS NOMINATIONS!

The Liberty PTSA is requesting nominees for the 2008-2009 Golden Acorn and Outstanding Educator Awards. If you
are know of someone you feel would qualify, please submit their names by emailing or calling Diane Christensen
(cfive5@msn.com or 425-228-8284) or putting them in the Liberty PTSA box at school. We will be voting on the

award winners at the next Liberty PTSA meeting on February 24.

Here are the qualifications for the awards:

Golden Acorn Award is to recognize volunteers who have shown dedication and outstanding service to Liberty stu-
dents by working “above and beyond” the scope or responsibilities of a particular job description. A contribution in

the recipient’s name is made to the Washington State PTA financial grant program for freshmen students.

Outstanding Educator Award is to recognize innovative and successful individuals who provide outstanding educa-
tional opportunities for Liberty students that go beyond the normal scope and expectation of their jobs and make the
learning environment fun, beneficial, and challenging to students. They bring enthusiasm and diversity to the classroom.
The award can be to Liberty teachers, assistants, custodians, bus drivers, administrators, or community members. A

donation is made in the recipient’s name to a grant fund for students pursuing post-secondary education.

LIBERTY PTSA NEEDSYOUR NOMINATIONS!

The Liberty PTSA nominating committee is requesting nominees for the 2009-2010 executive committee positions
of Co-President, VP Volunteers, Treasurer, and Secretary. If you are interested in serving on the executive commit-
tee or know of someone you feel would be interested, please submit their names to any member of the nominating
committee. We will contact the nominees about available positions and the duties involved. In no way does

nominating a person for a position obligate them to take it!
Contact the nominating committee by any of the following:
E-mail us at: Pat Chakravarty (425-271-0426) (Patchakra@comcast.net),

Diane Christensen (425-228-8284) (cfive5@msn.com),
Diana Ransier (425-228-9118) dnransier@yahoo.com)

Write the nominee’s name, proposed position, phone number, and e-mail address on a paper and place it in the
Liberty PTSA box at school. Please include on the paper any prior PTA or similar experience.

Thanks for your help to find great parents to serve our school!
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DISTRICT REPORT to PTSA COUNCIL
January 2009

With the recent remodel at the admin building PTSA records and supplies were moved from the storage room, now a small con-
ference room, to a closet in the hallway. We recognize that space is scarce and appreciate being accommodated.

Our Middle School Experience Project continues with the committee scheduled to meet with Ron Thiele next week. The
next step is to develop a report with recommendations from the survey, focus groups and other research.

The Optimal High School program continues. The principals had a meeting on Wednesday with an outside facilitator. Pat-
rick Murphy is now working with Sara to launch the program on the District website and will keep us informed.

Construction updates continue at each school board meeting. They still plan to provide overall timeline for all projects to be
on the District website soon. Last night Steve Crawford gave the following report that is also on the District website:
Issaquah HS — Have received City approval and will go before the City Council 2/2 in form of an agenda bill. The permit is
under review. Out for bid with a lot of interest. The ramp is under construction.
Skyline HS — Impacted by rain and snow but with a May completion goal is still in line for school fall open. Students asked a
few questions.
Q. How long with white wall be up — A. Summer

Q. When will final demo be, very noisy — A. Starting to look at more night demolition work.

Q. When will the parking lot improve (do like new lower lot) — A. As is now until summer.
E-15 — Plans presented, working well with City, aiming for May ground-breaking.
Maywood Modernization and Addition — developing scope of work.

Briarwood — Completed purchase of property, will allow for Grand Ridge Style footprint without impact to current building.

Other business before the board 2/14/09 included...

Student reps related experiences including Skyline’s upcoming trip to Washington DC for the inauguration and that
they will be highlighted on KOMO 4 TV’s coverage of the inauguration. Students also commented that there can never be

enough technical education as they are required to use it regularly.

Public input from Cougar Ridge PTSA and Council in appreciation of the board, January being School Board Appreciation
month.

Representatives from Maple Hills gave a presentation on ACE (Adverse Childhood Experiences) Conference they
attended and requested the District lend administrative and budget support for such programs in our schools. Their original
intent for attending the conference was in preparation for Passage Point residence and quickly realized that this is valuable
throughout the District as we have children experiencing trauma in all of our classrooms and such training and support will bene-

fit everyone.

The January 28" School Board meeting will focus on the End Monitoring, starting with a work-study at 6pm with the regular
meeting starting at 7pm. All regular School Board meetings are podcast.

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/departments/secondary/ OHSE/Default.aspx
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Washington State

PTA

everpchild. anevoice,

Woashington State PTA Endorses Report of the Washington Legislature’s Joint Task Force on Basic
Education Funding

This represents the Washington State PTA’s position endorsing the report of the Washington Legislature’s Joint Task
Force on Basic Education Funding. Two bills—House Bill 1410 and Senate Bill 5444—have been introduced to imple-
ment this report, and there is a hearing on House Bill 1410 next Wednesday. Those of you who subscribe to the
Grass Roots Listserv will receive notice tomorrow of the hearing schedule along with suggestions about testifying at

the hearing.

WSPTA STATEMENT SUPPORTING BASIC EDUCATION
FUNDING

On January 14, 2009 the Legislature’s Joint Task Force on Basic Education Finance (JTFBEF) issued its final report, laying
out a framework for dramatically reforming the funding of public education in Washington State. Many education
funding studies have been conducted, but none have held this much promise for meeting the challenges of preparing
our children for the 21* century. The Washington State PTA strongly endorses this report and encourages the Legisla-

ture to follow through on its recommendations.

Many of the Task Force’s proposed solutions to today’s funding problems are closely aligned to WSPTA’s principles.

Some highlights include:

A redefinition of Basic Education to provide early learning programs for students from low income families, and imple-
ment more rigorous high school course and graduation requirements;

An identification of the staffing and resources needed to meet the needs of all children,;

An easy-to-understand method to allocate state funding to school districts, so their communities can understand and
hold them accountable for locally based decisions;

Elimination of the existing irrational levy and teacher salary inequities

A common fiscal and student data system,

A substantial increase in funding phased in over a reasonable time period, beginning in the next biennium.

PTA applauds the work of the 14 Task Force members and their staff for producing a framework for addressing the

very complex changes needed to align our education funding system with the goals of education reform.]. PTA also

thanks the Governor for her leadership and continued efforts to bring a world-class education to the children of

Washington State.

Both PTA and the Task Force recognize that the current plan needs more work; it will be added to and amended as
discussions about the various topic areas reveal additional considerations. For example, we recognize that funding for

transportation and facilities are being addressed by different legislative task forces whose work is not yet complete.

We look forward to participating in the ongoing conversation about this plan with all education stakeholders.

The challenge before PTA members and truly every public education advocate in our state is to keep the momentum
going so that education finance reform becomes a reality. Our kids can’t wait for another study. Now is the time to

take action to make change happen.

Be a part of the solution. Advocate!
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About Issaquah Stand for Children
Over 50 parents and community members joined us Thursday, June 26, for our
Issaquah Chapter kick-off, the second chapter to kickoff in Washington.

To get involved or learn more, contact organizer Lisa Humes-Schulz at
lhumesschulz@stand.org.

The Time is Now: Education Reform Meeting and Action 2/4

We have a chance to make significant progress for our kids this session. Act now to
ensure that our kids get a more relevant education for the 21st century, our
teachers are prepared and supported, and our legislators are accountable to full
education funding. RSVP today and join us on January 22 to take action!

The Time is Now: Reform in Olympia
How you can ensure our kids and teachers come out on top!

Wednesday, February 4
7:00 - 8:30 p.m.
King County Library Service Center
960 Newport Way NW Issaquah, WA 98027
RSVP to Lisa at Ihumesschulz@stand.org today

At this gathering, we will:

Hear from Stand for Children’s lobbyist on what influences legislators.

Learn how to be an advocate for Bellevue and all Washington kids.

Take concrete action, writing and leaving messages for our legislators as they head
to Olympia.

Election Brings Good News to Washington’s 1.1 Million Schoolchildren
Stand for Children members are celebrating the election of seven candidates
endorsed by Stand for Children PAC.

Read the full election results and learn more about the Issaquah Chapter's work for
Stand for Children PAC during this year's election.

Update on Statewide Policy Platform

Members voted this summer to approve our first statewide policy platform. Thanks
to all who participated!

516 SE Morrison St, Suite 410 Portland, Oregon 97214 | Toll Free 1.800.663.4032 | Privacy Policy

Search: View Site Map

http://www.stand.org/Page.aspx?pid=770&srcid=769&chid=38
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children right now.
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2009 Legislative
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Members across the
state approved

our 2009 Legislative
Agenda to keep our
schools moving
forward, even in these
tough times. Learn
more.
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CAREER CENTER NEWS

Financial Aid Reminder!

Looking for financial aid to finance your education after high school? Now is the time for seniors to complete the
FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Aid). Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to start the process. You do not wait for an of-
fer of admission! Go to www.collegegoalsundaywa.org/ for a free program to help families complete the

FAFSA. College Goal Sunday is a free on-site program and takes place throughout January and February at multiple
locations across Washington State. Students also need to find out if there are other financial aid applications re-
quired by the colleges to which they are applying and the application deadlines. Don’t delay! Some aid is dispensed

on a first come first served basis!

Local Career Events

WISE- Women in Science & Engineering - High School women interested in a career in science & engineering
are invited to this exciting academic conference on Saturday, Feb 7, 2009 8:30-5:00 p.m. at UW Seattle Main Campus,
Student Union Building. Register online at http://www.engr.washington.edu/wise/conference or contact uw-

wise@engr.washington.edu

The Seattle Aquarium is having its seventh annual Ocean Career Day on Saturday, February 7 from 10:00 PM
until 3:00 PM. This is an opportunity to discuss career opportunities with biologists, researchers, and educators and
attend special presentations by marine science professionals. This event is free. To register call 206-386-4354 or e-

mail aguateens(@seattle.gsov

Scholarship Opportunity

The Optimist Club of Issaquah is currently accepting essay submissions for the annual Optimist International 2008-
2009 Essay Contest. This contest is open to all students under the age of nineteen as of December 31, 2008 so stu-
dents at all grade levels can apply. Essayists will have an opportunity to compete for scholarships up to $6000! The
deadline for submission is Friday, February 6. Full contest rules and an application form can be found at

www.optimist.org/ or come to the Career Center!
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CAMPUS NEWS

Scoliosis Screenings

Scoliosis screenings of all 9™ graders will take place in the month of February. This is a state-mandated screening
that takes place in grades 5, 7 & 9. It takes a few minutes, is private and non-invasive. Parents are notified by mail if
their student needs further follow up with their licensed health care provider. If you choose not to have your 9
grader screened, send a note to the school nurse or an email to thiesk@issaquah.wednet.edu If you have any ques-

tions, call the school nurse at 425-837-4812

Europe Trip

Are you interested in taking a tour through Paris, Barcelona and Madrid this summer? Andrea Toy, Spanish teacher,
is taking a group of students and possibly parents on July 20-29 2009. The cut off deadline is soon, so if you are at

all interested, shoot her an email or give her a call at jimmytoy77@msn.com (425) 793-3069.

FOOD HANDLERS PERMIT CLASSES

In order to run the school's concession stands at least one volunteer present must have a current Food Handlers Per-
mit. King County Health Services offers the Food Handlers Permit class every Tuesday at the following times at the
Renton location below. (Renton Technical College no longer offers this course.) King County Health Services also
have other locations and times listed on their website http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/foodsafety/
FoodWorker/schedule.aspx but this is the closest one to the Liberty Community. Registration is at the door so plan
to arrive early. Must have photo id. Costis $10. Class and the multiple choice test take approximately 2 hours to-

tal. Permit is good for 2 years or 3 if renewing.

Times: 9:30 am, 1:00 pm, and 4:00 pm

Location: Imperial Bingo Connection
3100 East Valley Rd., Renton, WA
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LIBERTY HS DRIVER’S EDUCATION CLASS

This is a2 9 week, 46 hour program including 36 classroom

Periods, 6 behind-the-wheel sessions with 6 observation sessions.
No weekend or evening classes

Reasonable prices

Hassle-free solution for parents and students

A quality program

Classes are Tuesday and Thursday, 2:30 — 4:30.
Next Session is Feb 19 to April 28™. (no classes during the breaks)
There are a few seats left.
Last Session — April 30th to June 17
Students can sign up with Mr. Thruelsen in Room 506
See Thruelsen’s website (link from the Liberty Website) for application

http://www.liberty.issaquah.wednet.edu/Teachers/ThruelsenR/traffic_safety.htm

Phone (425) 837-4916. Hurry! The class fills up quickly. First come, first served.
$100 will reserve a space in the class. Course fee: $425. Payments can be arranged.

(There may be a tuition increase coming due to gasoline price increases).

Grad Night Fund Raiser.

If a Liberty family is patronizing one of the restaurants listed below on the designated Liberty day. Grad Night 09 will
receive a donation from the restaurant. The Liberty family must mention they are from Liberty, for Grad Night 09 to

get the donation. This offer will run until June of 09. They will not get a discount on their meals.

Monday - Papa Murphy - Gilman/Newcastle
Tuesday - El Tapito - Newcastle
Wednesday - Yea Wok - Newcastle
Thursday - Jay Berry's - Renton

Friday - Doofers - Renton

Saturday - Highland Thai - Renton Highlands Sunday - Vince's - Renton Highlands




