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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What a humbling experience it is to be a

parent; wouldn't it be great if our

children had come with an owner’s

manual? When they were young |
thought I'd have the European

perspective on drinking, make it a part of
our family life, allow them to have wine
at dinner from a young age on and then
they wouldn’t experience alcohol as a
taboo, all the more alluring because it
was forbidden. At some point though, |
began reading about teenage drinking and
became aware that delaying drinking until

age 21 decreases their chance of

developing an addition to alcohol by 70%

(see the Fact Sheet on page 3).
Last week almost 80 parents and

students joined Liberty SRO, Officer
Montalvo for a frank discussion about
what some of our kids are up to in the
areas of drugs, drinking and driving. Jon
Fox, a local attorney, was also present
and discussed the legal implications to
both parents and students of underage
drinking, drug use, and driving. The
session was sponsored by the Liberty
PTSA and a similar event will be held at

Issaquah High on March 9" 7-8:30 pm.

Some of the things we learned included:

Parents are liable for and will be cited

for parties held at their home,
whether they know about them
or not (yes, even when you are
out of town.) See Parent Tip

Sheet on page 4 for suggestions.

When the Party Patrol goes out, they

carry a warrant with them and
are allowed to enter a home if

they suspect underage drinking.

They also carry a Breathalyzer and all
students at the party will be
tested. Anyone who registers
a .01 or more is cited for Minor
in Possession (MIP); there is zero

tolerance for underage drinking.

The first MIP offense could lead to
having their license revoked until
the age of 17, or for at least one
year. A second offense could
result in having their driver's
license revoked until age 18, or
for at least two years. This can
happen even if they are not
drinking. A friend's six-pack
found under the seat could lead
to them losing their driving

privileges.

As a parent, knowingly holding a
party where there is an underage
drinking exposes you to extreme
liability. Not only is it a gross
misdemeanor but also the civil
liabilities are enormous in the
event that a student leaves and
has a subsequent car accident or

experiences alcohol poisoning.

Regarding Student Athletes and Parties-

We want to remind you of the District’s
policy regarding those situations so you
can encourage your student to avoid
them (and thus avoid jeopardizing their
athletic season.) To read exactly what
the Student Athlete Handbook states go
to http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/
documents/sports/handbook.pdf.

(Continued on pg. 2)
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(President’s Message continued)

In 1987 the Drug Free Action Alliance in Ohio developed a state wide initiative called, “Parents who Host Lose the Most-
don’t be a party to underage drinking” to inform parents about the dangers of underage drinking and drugs and the liability for
them of hosting underage parties. Here in our community, there are parents who believe that their children are going to drink
anyway, why not have them safe at home while they are doing it? While | certainly understand that perspective, | don’t believe
those parents are fully aware of the liability they are taking on and the penalties involved. This fall, the PTSA presidents from all
three high schools met to discuss potentially adopting the Parents who Host campaign in our schools and agreed that it would
benefit parents at all three high schools. Our hope is both to raise awareness and education around this issue and also make it

“ok” for parents to discuss these issues with other parents.

The Parents who Host campaign asks parents to sign a pledge form (on page 6) encouraging youth to be substance free by:
Hosting alcohol-free, tobacco-free and other drug-free parties for them, not allowing their child or their friends to posses, or con-
sume alcohol, tobacco and other drugs on their property and to discourage their children from attending unsupervised parties.
The names of the parents signing this pledge will be compiled on a list on our PTSA website and possibly published in conjunction
with this campaign. In no way does this mean that other parents should look at the list, see your child is going to a party hosted by
a PWH parent and assume it is fine. In fact, that parent might be out of town and have no idea a party is being hosted at their
home that evening. Parents still need to do their part to connect with other parents, to call each other, to make sure parties are

taking place at a home where a parent is present.

We believe parents need to support each other during this challenging stage of parenting (has there been one yet that hasn’t been?)
and we see the Parents Who Host campaign as a useful tool in that support. | hope you will join us in signing this pledge. Please

feel free to contact either of us with questions. Robin Callahan and Debra Rogers Liberty PTSA Co-Presidents

LEGISLATIVE NEWS

THANK YOU. For Supporting WSPTA Legislative Focus Day. Focus Day was fabulous. Many of you (approximately 400
from across Washington State: braved the snowy weather in our area to head to Olympia. Key steps were to tell the legislature to
redefine and fund basic education, and to deliver key messages to legislators about our top five legislative priorities. The Focus day

CAPWIZ message is available at: http://capwiz.com/npta2/wa/issues/alert/?alertid=12770926

There are less than 40 days left in the legislative session. Two education reform proposals, Senate Bill 6048 and House Bill 2261,
are moving through the legislative process. Both chambers passed their respective bills, so now the Senate will consider HB 2261,
and vice versa. HB 2261 will receive a public hearing in the Senate Early Learning & K-12 Education Committee next WWednesday,

March 25th at 8 AM.

The success of education reform efforts this year depends on the Senate. Nine freshman lawmakers, led by Rep. Marcie Maxwell,
sent a timely letter to Senate Majority Leader Lisa Brown and Sen. Rosemary McAuliffe, chair of the Senate Early Learning & K-12
Education Committee, urging them to pass HB 2261. Of the two education reform bills, the League of Education Voters, Washing-

ton State PTA and Stand for Children believe the House proposal, HB 2261, is the stronger measure because it would:

« Redefine basic education to include what our children need to succeed in school, college, job training, and life;

« Improve academic achievement by including early learning for at-risk children, all-day kindergarten, and support for struggling
students in the program of basic education; and

« Add more instructional time to give students the opportunity to take additional courses so they graduate ready for college, job
training and the workforce.

(a side-by-side comparison of HB 2261 and SB 6048 is available).

Also this week, Gov. Chris Gregoire said she would not sign an “education bill that puts in a new definition of education without
the funds to pay for it.” In fact, HB 2261 would not impose new burdens on our schools now. It would phase in reforms over time
beginning in 2011. The bill would fund the changes by dedicating a portion of the state’s growth in revenue to basic education.
Contact your legislators and let them know how you feel regarding the Basic Education proposals being discussed this legislative

session.



For more information on this Pledge, please see President's letter on page one.
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FEBRUARY PTSA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Principal’s Report: Mike DelLetis stated that 2009-2010 registration is in progress. Open enrollment application for
next school year available on the school website, with potential 45 transfer students and 9 applicants so far.

Parent summer registration survey results handed out. March presentation of future options, including online, planned.

Optimal High School Experience public meetings held. Long-term work of close examination phase this school year
and future decisions on graduation requirements, resources, and schedules. See district website and e-news for more

information.

Thank you given for PTSA involvement in recent parent education, with 82 attendance.

Support given for “Parents Who Host Lose The Most” program. “Parents Teens & the Law” booklets, Parent pledge
cards, Underage Alcohol Use Facts and Parent Tips sheets handed out by PTSA presidents. Pledging parents’ nhames to

be put on website.

2010 Senior Events: Vanessa McDonald and Sabrina Carlson proposed new PTSA Standing Committee added for
Senior Events, including amended budget. 2010 Senior Events committee presented their working plan and budget.

Discussion followed. Motion passed to add Senior Events, excluding Baccalaureate.

Presidents’ Report: Robin Callahan presented Saturday, March 14, Spring conference information, with registration
deadline of March 9.

She participated in Liberty Optimal High School Experience meeting and encourages more parent opportunities to
have input. Parent focus group questions handed out.

Debra Rogers reported PTSA district council news concerning Golden Acorn and Outstanding Educator awards, and
potential school district staff layoffs and program cuts due to loss of state funding.

They promoted student liaisons at monthly meetings to represent diverse student voice.

Treasurer’s Report: Diana Ransier

Beginning January bank balance was $23,187.88. January income of $40 in Membership, $25 in Donations-Matching
Funds, $35 in Freedom From Fundraising, $54.30 in United Way, and $177.99 in Escrip. January expenses of $47 in
Postage (P.O. Box fee), $29.43 in Supplies, $260 in State & National PTA Dues, and $135.24 in Enrichment Grants
(resource camera). Ending January bank balance is $23,048.50. She will check on United Way income shortfall and un-

spent budget Other Expenses. 569 members total to date (3 new members).

Awards: Diane Christensen & Nancy Julius asked for Golden Acorn and Outstanding Educator Award nominations.
Golden Acorn award to be presented in March.

Community of Liberty Advocates (CLA): Kirsten Solly presented CLA information sheets and explained their
mission statement/purpose, priorities, and activities to date.

Site Base Council: Nancy Julius stated that there was no February meeting.

Legislative: Mary Pat Maher informed about S.B. 5575 proposal to make Bellevue Community College a 4 year uni-
versity. Debra Rogers discussed H.B. 1410/S.B. 5444 Basic Education funding.

Robin Callahan presented Volunteers for Issaquah Schools levy campaign, starting with March 5 meeting.
Nominating: Pat Chakravarty, Diane Christensen, and Diana Ransier are pursuing nominations for the 2009-2010
PTSA officers.

Issaguah Schools Foundation & Parent Education: Robin Callahan reported that 9 Liberty student callers
helped raise $70,000 for GLAD teacher training, including goal for training Liberty Language Arts teachers.
Quarterly parent education opportunity coming in spring.

Next PTSA meeting: Tuesday, 3/17/09, 7 PM, Room 121
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MARCH PTSA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Principal’s Report: Mike DeLetis reported that open enrollment application for next school year available on the
school website, with potential 45 transfer students and 17 applicants so far. Proposed summer business days from Au-

gust 10-28, including evening hours 1-2 times per week, online, walk-in & mail options, fall sports registration in person.

Presidents’ Report: Debra Rogers reported on PTSA district council news:
Robin Callahan received the District Outstanding Advocate Award.

Future public meeting and April 20 timeline for potential school district staff layoffs and program cuts due to loss of
state funding.

Discussed future parent and student surveys.
Volunteers needed for next year’s legislative representative, 1.S.F. representative, V.1.S., levy & bond issues.
Announced State PTA Convention in SeaTac on May 1-3, early bird registration by April 20.

Discussed PTSA volunteering and fundraising for staff training and help with school district budget shortfall.

Treasurer’s Report: Diana Ransier
Beginning February bank balance was $23,048.50.
February income of $25 in Donations-Matching Funds and $215.78 in Escrip.
No February expenses. Ending February bank balance is $23,289.28.
No change in membership total of 569.
Awards: Diane Christensen & Nancy Julius presented Golden Acorn Awards to
Debra Rogers & Robin Callahan. They also asked for Outstanding Educator Award nominations by April meeting.
Site Base Council: Nancy Julius reported no March meeting.
Staff Appreciation: Holly Hollinger reported planning underway for week in early May.
Legislative: Debra Rogers encouraged voicing views on Basic Education funding bills to State legislators.

Nominating: Pat Chakravarty, Diane Christensen, and Diana Ransier presented the slate for the 2009-2010 PTSA
officers:

Co-Presidents Robin Callahan & Betsy Pendleton, Vice President of Volunteers Holly Hollinger, Treasurer Denise
Cramer, Secretary Scottie Price. Motion carried to accept slate. Vote on officers to occur during April meeting.

Parent Education: Robin Callahan reported that parent education opportunity coming in April or May with topic
per parent survey.

Campus Beautification: Maryann DiPasquale announced Liberty Earth Day on Saturday, April 25. Volunteers
needed for 4 planned projects: brick area by main entrance, pathway south of 500 Building, courtyard by Commaons,
and area west of Gym. There will be cleaning, trimming, weeding, graveling, barking, and planting activities. Plant,

gravel, and bark donations will be accepted. Next PTSA meeting: Tuesday, 4/21/09, 7 PM, Room 121



Liberty Link February / March 2009

SENIORS ON COLLEGEWAITING LISTS

The following is a letter that counselors received the week of March 9, 2009 from Philip Ballinger, the Director of Ad-
missions at the University of Washington, describing the crunch that the Class of 2009 will experience as a result of the
pending budget cuts. Similar letters are being received from other universities as well. Seniors are advised to respond
affirmatively if they are invited to be on a school of interest’s waitlist and to be patient with their colleges as responses
are being released more slowly and more conservatively than usual this year. Contact the colleges directly for answers

to application status questions.

“We have nearly completed our reading of 21,200 freshman applications for the autumn quarter. Over the course of the next
three weeks, | will notify approximately ten thousand students of their admission status at the University of Washington Seat-

tle. Thousands of your students will be admitted, thousands denied, and hundreds more invited to be on our waitlist.

The waitlist this year will be particularly important at the Seattle campus of the University of Washington. As recently highlighted
in the New York Times, Los Angeles Times, and Seattle Times, colleges and universities around the country are highly uncertain
about this fall’s enrolliment trends. The only certainty we all have is that historical trends may not apply. For the University of
Washington, this uncertainty means that we may make more extensive use of waitlists than we have in the past. | know waitlists
add anxiety and expense to the college selection and transition process for your students and their families. | also know that this

anxiety means more work for many of you (counselors).

Here is my advice for this year — if students have a strong interest in the UW, | would encourage them to accept our invitation to
be on the waitlist. Because | am taking a conservative approach in our admission offers, | expect to go to the waitlists — perhaps
heavily — in spring and early summer. Of course, | could be wrong. My crystal ball is no better than those of my admission col-
leagues. | appreciate Jennifer Delahunty’s comments in the New York Times about estimating enrollment numbers this autumn:
“Trying to hit those numbers is like trying to hit a hot tub when you are skydiving from 30,000 feet.” She followed this up by

saying, “l am going to go to church on every day in April.” Knowing Jennifer, | think she might.”
Philip Ballinger, Ph.D., Director of Admissions, University of Washington

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON

In March and April, the University of Washington is hosting a variety of programs designed for high school juniors
and seniors. “Just for Juniors” is an information session for juniors who will be applying to the UW next year. The
session is approximately one hour and includes a comprehensive discussion of the application process led by a UW
admissions counselor. “Specifically for Seniors” is an hour-long panel discussion designed to help students better
determine if the UW is the right place for them after they’ve applied or been admitted to the UW. Admissions and
Housing and Food Services are offering special “Residential Life” tours on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Friday this
spring. Online registrations and more information about these programs can be found on the campus visit page of the

UW website: http://admit.washington.edu/Visit.

The University of Washington’s Office of Minority Affairs and Diversity is hosting the Young, Gifted and Black
2009 Conference on Saturday, May 9, 2009 from 8:00 AM — 6:30 PM on the UW campus — Seattle. Priority is
given to high school freshmen, sophomores and juniors with above a 3.0 GPA. The application deadline is Wednesday,
April 22 and only one-hundred fifty students will be accepted. Each student is required to include a recommendation

form and parent commitment form with their application. For more information: go to
http://depts.washington.edu/omad/
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ISSAQUAH WOMEN'’S CLUB

“FOLLOW YOUR DREAM”

Scholarship Application Form for Women High School Seniors
Name:

Address:

Telephone: Home Other

School currently attending:

Name and Location of School/Program you will attend:

Major Field/Career Goals:

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) Occupation(s)

Family Gross Annual Income:

Number of Brothers/Sisters:

How many of them presently study at college/university

Do you plan to work during the school year: If yes, how many hours:

Activities involved in at school, community, other (can attach separate page):
Please provide a copy of high school transcript along with application.

The four $1000 scholarships will be awarded on the following basis:
1. Quality of essay written and submitted by applicant, describing in detail her plans for college/vocational education
and career goals. Essay must be approximately 250 words long.

2. Financial need
3. Scholastic record
Applicant’s Signature: Date:

Mail application to:

Issaqguah Women'’s Club C/O Susan T. Marcolina, MD

420 Datewood CT NW, Issaquah, WA 98027-2622; dr_marcolina@mac.com
Phone 425-427-8625 _APPLICATION DEADLINE: Saturday, May 2, 2009
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LIBERTY THEATER: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The tongue-in-cheek, zany, romantic comedy Kiss Me Quick Before the Lava Reaches the Village takes place in Patience,
Nebraska, in 1941. During that tough time in America, audiences craved romance, laughter, and a chance to escape the
harsh realities of life. They loved the over-the-top musicals and dramas that Hollywood provided and that Kiss Me

Quick parodies.

_ At eighteen, Dottie Rogers dreams of being more than the local “Goodie Girl.” Her father,

the conservative minister and mayor of the town, is out-of-touch with his young daughter’s
inner life.

Dottie’s dreams seem to materialize when Hollywood director Nick Tyler, and his assistant,
Grace Townsend, select Patience as the perfect (remote and inexpensive) location for filming
a South-Seas extravaganza — never mind that it's nowhere near the ocean and far from tropi-
cal! Nick and Grace cast the locals in all the roles except for that of the scandal-ridden star
Velda Velasquez, a sexy Latina , self-styled diva who generates as much bad publicity as box-

office profits.

Dottie, playing the virgin Princess Lailuni, aspires to become a famous, glamorous Hollywood _
star, and she convinces herself that she is in love with the older, man-of-the-world, Nick. Her
local-yokel boyfriend, Ted Randall, wants her to marry him, have twelve children, and live hap-

pily ever after in Patience. Unbeknownst to anyone but the surprisingly observant and jaded
Velda, Grace is secretly in love with Nick. As the love triangle develops, over-sexed, over-ripe

Velda spends her time drinking and playing femme-fatale to the men of the town.

In the midst of filming, the attack at Pearl Harbor shocks and galvanizes America . The studio
cancels the frivolous South Seas film as patriotic fervor sweeps through the town, and all the
young men rush to enlist. Nick saves the movie by turning it into a wartime propaganda piece,
but when the shooting is over, Dottie must choose between Ted, who's heading off to war,

and Nick, who can introduce her to the Hollywood lifestyle she so desires.

Will Dottie make the right choice? Who is Velda — really? Do Nick and Grace finally realize that they are perfect for
each other? And is Ted, the simple country boy, actually a darkly complex character? The hilarious show draws on fa-
mous characters and lines from classic movies of the era, and everything goes “kaboom” in this combustible mixture of

small-town America meets sophisticated Hollywood screwball comedy.

Liberty High School Auditorium, 16655 SE 136" Street , Renton WA 98059

_ April 17, 18, 23, 24, and 25 at 7:30 and April 25 at 2:30

$9 Adults, $7 Seniors/Under 12/Students with Liberty ASB
For more information contact: Katherine Klekas 425.837.4855
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NOTES FROM THE NURSE

When to keep your child home from school:
Fever: Over 100 degrees oral temperature. Student should remain fever free without the use of medication for 24
hours before returning to school.

Sore Throat: Especially if associated with fever or swollen glands

Vomiting: Within the past 24 hours

Diarrhea: More than 1 occurrence within a 24 hour period

Drainage from the eye: The eye crusted and difficult to open (especially upon awakening)
Rash-any body rash not associated with heat or allergic reactions to medications.

e Very important-Remember to keep the school updated with emergency contacts and new phone numbers in
case your student becomes ill at school.

e Ensure your student is getting plenty of rest, drinking lots of water and washing their hands frequently.

SAVE THE DATE!

Awards Night for the Class of 2009 is Wednesday, May 27 starting at 6:30 PM in the Liberty Commons!
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LACROSS IN LIBERTY ATTENDENCE AREA

Lacrosse at Liberty? YES! You are invited to come watch some awesome lacrosse! Issaquah Youth Lacrosse and many
excited parents are working hard to bring lacrosse to Liberty (Skyline and Issaquah High already have it) and would like
to invite you to come watch our local boys play. We will be playing exhibition games in the Liberty High School sta-
dium, and would like to fill the stands to show support for this exciting and fast growing sport. Spread the word! Do
you know someone (think neighborhood, carpool, church, other sports, etc) who may be interested in la-

crosse? Please forward this message to them! They will have the chance to watch some great games, get a feel for the
sport, and cheer on many of their friends who already play. We know there are MANY boys in the Liberty attendance
area who want to play lacrosse, but think it's just a "Plateau” sport. No so!! We are working hard to raise awareness
and interest and hopefully pick up those boys who are tired of baseball. (Lacrosse is played during the typical baseball
season) Currently boys in the Liberty attendance area are not allowed to play for Issaguah or Skyline's team. That
means after 8th grade our boys have nowhere to play lacrosse. We would like Liberty boys to have the same opportu-
nity as Issaquah and Skyline boys to play lacrosse in high school. Please come out and watch these exhibition games,
and show your support for bringing lacrosse to Liberty!

Where: Liberty High School Stadium
When: Wednesday, April 1 (time TBD, but close to 5:00)
Why: To promote Lacrosse in the Liberty Attendance area

Thank you for spreading the word, forwarding this invitation and supporting our kids!! Together we
CAN bring lacrosse to Liberty!!

Questions? Please call Brenda Farrington at 425-793-0459 or email brendafa@msn.com. For more information about
Issaquah Youth Lacrosse, please go to www.lYL.com.




