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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

TRIBUTE TO VOLUNTEERS!

Well, just give them an opportunity to
help and they will come! Saturday we had
nearly 100 students and parents show up
for our first Liberty Campus
Beautification Day! The morning began
with donated coffee from Ground-
Pounder and donut holes. Groups of
students and parents pulled weeds, dug
out old plants, painted picnic tables, dug
trenches, cleaned the bricks in the front
walkway into the school and re-sanded
them, planted lots of shrubs, bulbs and
some trees. A few kids found a really big
cool rock and spent a ton of energy
rolling it up to the courtyard and into the
garden by Mr. Deletis’ window! Long
Lam, head custodian was also on hand to

help.

We appreciate the donations that many
of you made toward the purchase of
plants and to those that brought plants
for this project. We also wish to thank
Renton McClendon’s who was a big
supporter of our efforts with some of
our planting materials and advice on our
projects. The Issaquah district had bark
delivered which was spread amongst all
of the planting beds and really helped to
spruce up the campus. This was especially
impressive to those that came to see the
last two performances Saturday of the
Liberty Patriot Players Musical, “Kiss Me
Quick Before the Lava Reaches the

Village” (an awesome production).

We are very grateful to the families that
donated hot dogs which Mr. Gibson and

Mr. Heinz BBQ’d, water, Gatorade, chips
and baked cookies which all provided a

hearty lunch for all of our volunteers.

A special thanks to Mr. Heinz and to
Maryann DiPasquale the PTSA
Beautification chair for organizing this
project and being on hand to work and
help direct all of the parents and students
and staff who worked hard together to
accomplish as much as possible. Their
efforts will go a long way to enhance the
atmosphere here at Liberty, inspire
Liberty Pride and build momentum for

future projects.

So much was accomplished and so much
more could be done. If you would still
like to help, you can make a cash
donation to the Liberty PTSA and
designate “campus beautification”.

Mark your calendar for our next Liberty
Beautification Day Saturday, October

0%, 2009.
Debra Rogers, Robin Callahan
Liberty PTSA Co-Presidents

Liberty High School, 16655 SE 136th St, Renton, WA 98059 (425) 837-4800
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APRIL PTSA MEETING HIGHLIGHTS

Legislative: Debra Rogers reported State legislature passed Basic Education reform bill.

Issaquah Schools Foundation: Robin Callahan reported Big Idea grant awarded to Mr. Buchli for tracking device,
pole & explanation sign to go along with Puget Sound Energy grant for solar panel. Planning incorporation into science
curriculum in local schools, future building energy conservation. In addition, Classroom Enrichment Grant given to
Andrea Toy for Digital Voice Recorders for Foreign Language Learning. Next year changes: Calling for Kids in fall and
Luncheon in spring of 2010, ISF is emphasizing more principal supported programs, fewer grants, more science & math
curriculum support.

Parent Education: Robin summarized Healthy Youth Survey results. We will look at it more closely as a PTSA to
discover opportunities to address issues such as student depression, drug use and thoughts of suicide.

Principal’s Report: Mike Deletis reported that anticipated district budget deficit will result in staff layoff notices
soon, with specifics after state budget approved, dependent on class enrollment, staff seniority and teacher endorse-

ments. AP testing begins May |.

Senior guidelines for prom & graduation being given in English classes. Parent dance chaperones to tell staff about any
student problems, parents are just there to guard doors. Breathalyzer & alcohol test strips may be available if drinking

suspicions seen.

Presidents’ Report: Robin Callahan reported that all parents invited to Optimal High School Experience meeting at
Administration Building on Monday, May 18, 6:30 PM or send email. Next steps will come out in June e-news.

Future consideration of Freedom From Fundraising funds towards science consumables to free up money in building
budget for other potential cuts.

Announced State PTA Convention in SeaTac on May 1-3.

2009 Grad Nite: Kelly Faoro reported on planning & financing of this year’s event. Approved request for $650 to-
wards scholarships.

Campus Beautification: Maryann DiPasquale reported on plans for Liberty Earth Day Event on Saturday, April 25.
Volunteers needed for weeding & re-barking front beds, trimming & cleaning area left of front doors, painting picnic
tables, planting courtyard beds, draining & planting west & south pathways, cleaning bare alcove, digging French drain,

picking up trash. Lunch provided. Plant and food donations accepted.

Election of 2009-2010 Officers: Approval of Co-Presidents Robin Callahan & Betsy Pendleton, Vice President of
Volunteers Holly Hollinger, Treasurer Denise Cramer, & Secretary Scottie Price.

Enrichment Grants: Sue Wolf presented winter proposals. Approval of $3,000 grant by Mike Deletis & Dana
Greenberg to support “green” student planners for 2009-2010. May 5 is deadline for more applications.

Next PTSA meeting: Tuesday, 5/19/09, 7 PM, Room 121
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GOLDEN ACORN AWARDS

On March 24", Liberty High school was the location of the Annual Golden Acorn-Issaquah Awards Reception. This
reception was organized by the south end schools chaired by Denise Cramer-President at Maywood’s PTA and Suzi

O’Brien, an extremely active PTA volunteer at Apollo and Maywood.

Golden Acorn and Outstanding Advocate recipients were recognized from the Issaquah PTSA Council and all of the
Issaquah School District schools; three high schools, PCFC, four middle schools, and fourteen elementary schools.
Debra Rogers and Robin Callahan are this year’s Liberty Golden Acorns. Robin also received the Outstand Advocate
award from the Issaquah PTSA Council.

The reception was a great effort that showcased many Liberty and south end school talents.
Parent volunteers hand-made the invitations and programs. Award recipients received truffles made by Robbi Hollis-
ter. Other committee members were: Shauna Daum, Robin Callahan, Carolyn LaValley and Debra Rogers.

Our gifted musicians performed as minstrels in the commons while attendees browsed the walk of Stars of Acorn re-
cipients for the past several decades and viewed all of this year’s recipient picture/info boards. Young volunteers
walked around with trays offering cookies made by the Liberty culinary arts department. Inside the theatre the Liberty
drummers played while gymnasts from Liberty and from Maywood performed on stage. Our theme this year was
“Bending over Backwards”. The Liberty ROTC color guard presented the colors and Marla Erath, Principal from

Apollo sang the National Anthem.

Overall, the evening was a big success and we thank all of the area south end schools volunteers for helping create this
wonderful evening. This was an especially nice way to help Liberty shine.

>>>Debra Rogers, Liberty PTSA Co-President

OTHER THANKS

Thank you to this year’ PTSA nominating committee-Diane Christensen, Diana Ransier and Pat Chakravarty, who for
the past two years have been our PTSA Secretary, Treasurer and VP of Volunteers respectively. They presented a

fabulous slate of officers that we recently at our April PTSA meeting voted in as our upcoming 2009/10 PTSA board...
Co-Presidents, Betsy Pendleton and Robin Callahan

VP of Volunteers Holly Hollinger

Secretary Scottie Price

Treasurer Denise Cramer

If you have a special interest in being a chair position or volunteer for a PTSA activity for next year, please contact our
current PTSA presidents Debra Rogers and Robin Callahan. Or better yet, come to our upcoming PTSA meetings May
19 and June 9" and help us with our plans for next year. We meet in rm-121 from 7:00pm to 8:30pm.
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ISSAQUAH SCHOOLS FOUNDATION

And the winners are...

Eleven Issaquah District teachers braved questions from the ISF Grant Committee at Kateri Brow Grant Presentation
night, Thursday, March 26, 2009 at the District Administration Building. The teachers had |5 minutes each to state why
their grant request should be funding in an amount from $1,000 to $10,000. By evening’s end, $60,000 had been
awarded to grants ranging from “Keyboard Pianos for Three Elementary Schools” to “Spectrophotometers and Spec-
troVis to Study Emission Spectrum. A complete list of grant recipients is available at

www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org/grants. Please join ISF in congratulating our winning educators.

A Change is Coming

Save the Date for the Issaquah Schools Foundation’s next Nourish Every Mind Luncheon—May, 2010. That’s right, |13
months from now. The Foundation has decided to shake things up by flipping their two major fundraisers, Calling for

Kids and Nourish Every Mind. Calling for Kids will now coincide with the beginning of the school year.

“Funding for education is in crisis mode. We know that significant cuts are on the horizon and we are working closely with the
District to find ways to lessen the blow. Moving Calling for Kids to the fall will empower the community to impact school budg-
ets at the beginning of the year. We expect to have a list of specific programs and initiatives that will depend on private funding
to survive. Every family and community member will have the opportunity to play a distinct role in sustaining quality education for
our students. We know that if every one contributes something, even as little as $10 or $25, we will be able to accomplish more

than ever before.”

Robin Callahan, ISF Executive Director
Watch the ISF website, www.issaquahschoolsfoundation.org, for more information about the Foundation’s upcoming

changes.

Do You Have a Story to Share?

Are you a VOICE Mentor? Are you a teacher who has completed National Board Certification or GLAD? Have your
child’s grades improved because of Club 7 or After-School Homework Labs? Tell us how ISF programs have impacted
someone’s life. Send your story to info@issaquahschoolsfoundation.org. Include your name and contact information
and you may find your story featured in a future edition of Spotlight on Success, our e-newsletter. We will keep all

student information confidential.
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LIBERTY STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK
May 4th thru May 8th

Liberty High School PTSA would like to give a big thank you to our teachers and staff. Because of
state budget cuts, this is a very hard time for our staff. We would like to let them know how
much we appreciate what they have done for Liberty High School. We would like to give each
staff a Gift Card as a thank you. We are asking for donations of any kind of Gift Card with a $10

minimum. If we don’t get enough cards to give one to every staff member, we will have a drawing.

In addition, May 4™ — 8" is a great time to send an email or note to a teacher that has had a significant influence on
your student this year. Encourage your student to do the same.

“A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence stops.” ~Henry Brooks Adams

Thank you for your generosity. All cards can be dropped off at the main office at Liberty. If you donate, please contact
Holly Hollinger at redburley@msn.com or 425-270-5044 .

LEGISLATIVE NEWS

Basic Education News
The State Senate passed the education reform bill, ESHB 2261, by a vote of 26 to 23 Thursday April |16th. The bill
passed the House and now goes to the Governor for signature.

PTA MEMBER DISCOUNT

FOR UPCOMING EVENTS FOR PARENTS OF “TWEENS” & TEENS

ParentMap, which provides parents with tools and resources, has two upcoming events geared towards parents of
Teens & Tweens. Dr. Laura Kastner "Psychologist of the Year", has just written the first book to ever address the cru-
cial issue of emotional regulation for parents dealing with tween and teens. According to ParentMap, Dr. Kastner pro-
vides a realistic, powerful and ultimately entertaining talk focusing on the most common sources of family strife during
the teen years, and then gives parents clear and approachable strategies for tackling them. Her next talk is being held
in Bellevue on Tuesday, May |9th from 7-9 at Meydenbauer Center Theater. Tickets are $18, but there is a

$3 discount if you use the code PTA.

RENTON IGA

It is unfortunate that the recent economy has caused John and Pam Lowney, owners of the IGA Renton Foods market
in the Briarwood shopping center since 2000 to shut it's doors. We wish the best to the staff and the Lowneys'

and thank them for the support they have given to Liberty and the surrounding community.
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Optimal High School Experience —The Leadership Team spent the month of March analyzing and summarizing the
data from the February focus groups at each school. More than 120 students, staff members, and parents spent-
combined-20 hours discussing the Optimal High School Experience in focus groups at each high school in February.
The OHSE Leadership Team thanks everyone who participated for their thoughtful, sincere opinions. The groups' con-
versations focused on OHSE's five Guiding Beliefs and how well high schools currently provide opportunities in those
areas. Overall, participants had passion about "Access" and "Connectivity" in particular. Summaries of all focus groups is
now on the District website http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/departments/secondary/OHSE/Default.aspx. The
Leadership Team now wants to broaden the dialogue by inviting ALL community members to comment on the Guid-
ing Beliefs and the current state of high schools via e-mail or at an open Community Forum at 6:30 p.m. Mon-
day, May 18, at the Administration Building. These conversations will form the foundation for the initial stage of
OHSE work: close examination of high schools. This is your opportunity to be heard so if you have strong
thoughts about Access, Connectivity, Expression, Resiliency, Citizenship or the current state of Liberty High School,

please attend or send an email.

Dire times for District Budget — In light of State Budget shortfalls, District and school staff have started to plan for
a difficult year ahead. There is now information on the District website for 2009-2010 Budget including a place to
“Please email us your ideas”. The Superintendent will hold a community meeting on April 30” to discuss the impact to

Issaquah Schools. We encourage all Liberty parents to attend.

Construction Information — Check the district website for current status of all construction projects. Construction

trailers have arrived and the fence is up at Issaquah High.

The 2010 Levy Development Committee — The upcoming levy (in Feb. of 2010) provides almost 25% of our Dis-
trict Operating Budget. Complete information is available on the District website.

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/levy/Default.aspx

Middle School Experience Project — For those of you with students at Maywood; a project summary is being writ-

ten and reviewed by Ron Thiele and the committee and will be available publicly soon.

School Calendar — Survey results are now available on the District website

http://www.issaquah.wednet.edu/news/hottopics/ViewArticle.aspx!NewsID=887 for the 2010-201 | Calendar year.

School Board meetings will take place on Wednesday April 22" and May 3™ and 27". All regular meetings are
recorded for POD cast and available through the District website. All regular meetings have an open public input time

at the beginning of the meeting.




> - HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE
PTSHA JOIN PTA!

- MAKN& A DIFFEQEHCE Did you know that joining the Liberty High PTSA:

“ONE MEMBER Ar A Tivel
A - « Supports PTSA sponsored programs, activities
y VP AN ATy
and school staff
« Supports all Liberty students through Enrichment Grants
% Gives power to the voice of your elected PTSA board of directors as they
communicate with our school administrators, raise awareness of important issues
that affect education and provides a communication link between parents and the
school.
< Supports and encourages the arts at Liberty and much, much more!
>>Student Directories are distributed as a benefit of PTSA membership as follows:

®

« Each PTSA family membership receives 2 LHS student directories & individual memberships receive 1.
% Additional directories may be purchased by members at a minimal cost. (SEE BELOW)

Student Directory information appears as it is in the school database. In accordance with the Family Education Rights &
Privacy Act (FERPA) families have the right to OPT OUT of this Student Directory. To do so, check the appropriate box on
the NEW DISTRICT RELEASE OF STUDENT INFORMATION FORM. Families with more than one household are asked to
contact the school directly to have that information included in the school database.

Membership Information (Please Print Clearly): LHS PTSA MEMBER
Member Name _ New __ Renewing
Second Member Name ____New __ Renewing
Student Name Grade

Student Name Grade

Address

City, State, Zip

Email Address Phone

Freedom From Fundraising (FFF) - This is our only fundraiser to support PTSA programs, LHS academic
programs, and PTSA Enrichment grants at LHS. The Enrichment grant program gives the teachers an opportunity to
make specific requests for needs in their classrooms, such as lab equipment, software, and books, which enhance our
students learning environment. We try to grant as many requests as possible with available funds.

We are requesting $35/family but gratefully accept whatever you can donate. Your donation is tax deductible.
Contact your employer to see if corporate matching funds are available and we will assist with that paperwork.

Gift Matching Employer Information:

Family membership: $25 for 2 members- BEST VALUE!!

> receives 2 student directories

$
Individual membership: $15 $
>receives 1 student directory
$
$

! Additional Directories # Total at $3 each
: Sold to PTSA members only.

Freedom From Fundraising (FFF) Total FFF Donated ($35 suggested)

Total paid for: MEMBERSHIP /7 ADDITIONAL DIRECTORIES 7/ FFF

Check # Payable to Liberty PTSA FINAL TOTAL AMOUNT $

Please return at mail form and payment to: Liberty PTSA, Liberty P.O. Box 2633, Renton WA 98056
PTSA information is available on LHS school websites at www.Liberty.issaquah.wednet.edu

PISA

everychild. onevoice.




NEWCASTLE ELEMENTARY

Date:

Monday,
May 11, 2009

Time:

7:00—-9:00 PM

Location:

Newcastle Elementary
Gym

[For more information, contact
icole Baxter

Parent Ed Chair
ewcastle PTSA

Phone: 425-226-2152
E-mail:

nicole_baxter@hotmail.com

PARENT EDUCATION

The Minds of Girls
and Boys

y
Michael Gurian

With a special section featuring THE PURPOSE
OF BOYS: HELPING OUR SONS FIND
MEANING, SIGNIFICANCE, AND DIREC-
TION IN THEIR LIVES. In this inspirational,
practical and humorous presentation, renowned
educator and author Michael Gurian focuses on
helping children of all ages to succeed in school
and life. Because boys and girls experience their
home and school life differently, Michael ex-
plores how the minds of boys and girls develop
distinctly— and how parents , educators and con-
cerned citizens can care for and support the needs
of both daughters and sons..

There is no registration required and this seminar is free
to Issaquah School District parents.
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FUTURE TEACHERS OF AMERICA FUNDRAISER

May is Malaria Month at Liberty High School and the Teaching Academy students are organizing a fundraiser to send
nets to Africa with the Nothing But Nets Campaign.

Each net costs $10 and saves ten lives, meaning that each dollar donated to the fundraiser will save one life. The nets
donated will not only prevent mosquitoes, the carriers of malaria, from spreading the disease, but the nets are also in-

secticide-treated and will lower the population of mosquitoes overall.

Malaria affects the countries of Africa in several horrific ways:
Each year malaria infects more than 500 million people and kills more than a million— one person dies about every
30 seconds.

Malaria illness and death cost Africa about $12,000,000 in lost productivity yearly.
Malaria is the number one killer of children in Africa.

Malaria accounts for up to one half of all hospital admissions and outpatient visits in Africa.

The Liberty Teaching Academy’s Future Educators of America students hope each student and teacher at their school
donates at least $| so they may reach their goal of $1,300, which will save a total of 1,300 lives.

In addition, we are seeking corporate matching funds, with the goal of saving nearly 3,000 lives. If you work for a cor-
poration who provides matching funds for such worthy causes, please contact Delores Leber, FEA Advisor, at |e-

berd@issaquah.wednet.edu or 425-837-4823.

Malaria is both treatable and preventable and funds are needed to help save Africa from the disease that is destroying
it. Thank you for your help!

HEALTH INSURANCE FORYOUR CHILDREN

Your children may be eligible for free or low cost health coverage, Children’s Medical Outreach

Depending on your monthly income, you may qualify for free or low cost health coverage

Call for an application: Carmen Olvera 206-296-3948

Or
Community Health Access Program 1-800-756-5437
Or
go to the website www.ParentHelpl23.org
Or

call the hotline for Parent Help 123 1-866-585-1123
Karen Thies, RN, BSN, School Nurse
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BOOSTER CLUB - GET INVOLVED NOW!

The current Liberty Booster Club board needs your help now. If you’re interested in helping our school community
and learning about student and school needs, this is an organization that provides a place for a parent’s voice to be
heard.

Volunteers are the backbone of our community.

The importance of volunteers to our school cannot be overestimated. If you're already involved in helping our school
through the PTSA, coaching, or mentoring - thank you! If you are looking for a way to help our students and our
school, please consider becoming an active member of the LHS Booster Club. This organization provides parent leader-
ship and connection between our school, students and local community. As members of this parent organization we are a
part of, live in and are concerned with issues that affect students within our community. We are a group that provides
valuable resources, experiences and people power. We create a sense of community between the school, students
and parents.

For more information please visit: www.liberty.issaquah.wednet.edu/BoosterClub
THANK YOU from the Booster Membership Committee!!

VOLUNTEERS for SENIOR BRUNCH

If your son or daughter is graduating this spring and you are looking for an opportunity to be involved in the festivities,
we would love your help! A team is forming right now to organize this year’s senior brunch planned for the morning
of June 9. If you are interested in signing up or need a little more information, please contact Jonette McGrew at

206-380-7781 or jonette@jlscott.com.

FOOD HANDLERS PERMIT CLASSES

In order to run the school's concession stands at least one volunteer present must have a current Food Handlers Per-
mit. King County Health Services offers the Food Handlers Permit class every Tuesday at the following times at the
Renton location below. (Renton Technical College no longer offers this course.) King County Health Services also
have other locations and times listed on their web-

site http://www.kingcounty.gov/healthservices/health/ehs/foodsafety/FoodVVorker/schedule.aspx but this is the closest
one to the Liberty Community. Registration is at the door so plan to arrive early. Must have photo id. Costis $10.

Class and the multiple choice test take approximately 2 hours total. Permit is good for 2 years or 3 if renewing.



Liberty Link Februarg/ March 2009

WHAT IF there was no Booster Club?

...If Liberty did not have a parent organization such as the Booster Club, the following support would NOT have hap-
pened in recent years:

$0 vs. $25,000 donated toward the LHS weight room
$0 contribution to past Challenge Days
No scholarships to school choir to attend events
No new microphones for the Drama Club
No spring floor for the gymnastics team
$0 toward new uniforms to offset cost absorbed by ASB and team
No scholarships to seniors (5 are given out each year)
No scholarships to assist students unable to pay for sports fees
No specialized equipment for NJROTC members
$0 toward purchase of the softball outfield fence
$0 contribution to help purchase pole vault pit for track & field
$0 financial assistance in purchase of new wrestling mat
No sponsorship of the football team program
We'd still be using the old and unreliable speakers and equipment for the stadium sound system ... remember how
annoying that system was?!
No football sled
No LHS End Zone Camera (used by soccer, football and any others who wish to use)
$0 financial assistance in funding LHS facility improvements such as:
Areas around the stadium concession stand
Softball field backstop renovation
“LIBERTY” sign on the stadium hill

LAST, BUT NOT LEAST!

Why should YOU become an active member of the Booster Club?
Because now, more than ever, it is important that we band together to help our school and students be the best they
can be. As our state and local community struggles in these challenging economic times, volunteers are necessary right
now. Especially at this time when we are experiencing cuts in our education budgets, our students need your help
now more than ever. Requests for financial assistance are going to rise and we would love to continue providing assis-
tance to our students and school.

Our students and school have benefited as a result of the parent volunteers who steer the LHS Booster Club and work
to raise money. The bottom line is: our students and school depends on volunteers. The Booster Club is in critical
need of board members and active members as we have quite a few members who will no longer have kids here at
Liberty. They are tendering their leadership responsibilities and passing the torch to those of us left behind. Short and
simple: we need new blood!

Please consider exploring the Booster Club as a means of helping our students, meeting parents, getting to know
school leaders and continuing a tradition of community. In case you missed it the first time, the importance of vol-
unteers to our school cannot be overestimated.

Membership form available at: www.liberty.issaquah.wednet.edu/BoosterClub
THANK YOU from the Booster Membership Committee!!!




2008-09 Membership
Liberty High Booster Club
Assisting Various Liberty Organizations, Sports & Activities
Become a Member & Sign-up Today!

LHS organizations that Boosters have contributed...

Baseball * Boys & Girls Basketball * Cheer * Choir * Cross Country * Drama * Drill Team
Football * Boys & Girls Golf * Girls Gymnastics * Journalism * Key Club * ROTC * Scholarships
Senior Class * Signet * Boys & Girls Soccer * Softball * Boys & Girls Swim Team * Track & Field
Boys & Girls Tennis * Volleyball * Weight Training Equipment * Wrestling * Athletic Training
Challenge Days * Science Labs * Stadium Improvements

Boosters welcomes all LHS organizations
who are seeking funding assistance. P
Come to the meetings to find out more!

Meetings are held for all members the 2nd Monday of the month at 7:00pm in the Liberty
Career Center (room 125). Questions? Call Lisa Stix, 425-277-9866
Liberty High Booster Club is a non-profit organization to which contributions are tax deductible
and may qualify for matching charitable funds. Please check with your employer.

Join Liberty Boosters FOR YOUR TAX RECORDS
Enclose total amount made out to Liberty Boosters and mail to: 1D# 91-1082782
Stacey Byron, Treasurer, P. O. Box 3161, Renton, WA 98056  Your Receipt Amount $

Spring Sports Night
Membership for 2008 / 2009 pring Sports Nig

Family or Individual Membership ONLY $25.00! $

VISIT OUR NEW ONLINE STORE AT: www.fieldhouse.com/libertyhighschoolboosters

Name(s)

Address/City/ Zip

Phone E-mail

Students’ Names/Grades
Student 1: Student 2:

Student 3: Student 4

Sports/Activities of Student(s):
Student 1: Student 2:

Student 3: Student 4

List Employer if Charitable Matching Funds are Available

D Check if you would like someone to contact you regarding charitable matching funds
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